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Example text

Of course, Locke made the right to own property pre-eminent among these rights and thus became one of the great ideologues of a rapidly maturing capitalism.  This conception of the self seems to me quite distinct from those of selves of interiority like Hamlet, whose problem was precisely how to find a place within an alien world; nor again is this the same as the subject-position of instrumental reason, which occludes all values other than those of domination and control.  Locke’s political self on the contrary is a juridical fiction which retrospectively appears to have been a necessary and theoretical construct of a new bourgeois social order in postRestoration England. 

2 For more on the literary milieu in question and the emergence within it of notions concerning Shakespeare’s ‘original genius’, see Bate 1992 and Bate 1997:157–86.  3 I’m grateful to William Kerrigan for drawing my attention to Emerson’s observation, cf.  Kerrigan 1998:30–1.  4 I’m indebted to Derek Attridge 1999 for this distinction.  5 For a representative sampling of these skirmishes, see Kamps 1991.  INTRODUCTION 17 6 Thanks to Simon Critchley 1998 for clarifying several of the distinctions made above concerning the critical confrontation of philosophy with its own tradition. 

All things considered, however, it would be better not to pursue such reflections, not only for the sake of my professional reputation, but also for the sake of peace in the family.  Though, while the habit of thinking about literary characters as comparable to the people who actually populate one’s own life may be unwise, it is also extremely persistent outside the institutions of academic criticism.  Just how did Helena and Diana get away with the bed trick?  Where was Hamlet when his father was killed? 
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